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Top 30 Interview Questions & Answers 

## Part 1: Fundamental Concepts 

 

1. What is a temperature gauge? 

A temperature gauge, or thermometer, is a mechanical instrument designed to measure 
and display the temperature of a process fluid. It provides a direct, local, and visual 
reading of the temperature without needing an external power source. 

2. What's the difference between a temperature gauge and a temperature transmitter? 

• Temperature Gauge: A self-contained, mechanical device that provides a local 
visual indication of temperature on a dial. It does not produce an electrical signal.  

• Temperature Transmitter: An electronic device that uses a sensor (like an RTD or 
thermocouple) to measure temperature and converts that measurement into a 
standard electrical signal (e.g., 4-20mA) to be sent to a control system. 

3. What are the two most common types of industrial temperature gauges? 

The two most common mechanical types are: 

1. Bimetallic Strip Thermometer: The most common type for direct-reading 
applications. 

2. Gas-Actuated Thermometer: Used when the reading needs to be displayed at a 
distance from the actual measurement point. 

4. What is the main purpose of a temperature gauge in a modern plant? 

Even with advanced control systems, temperature gauges are essential for providing local 
indication. They allow operators and technicians to: 
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• Verify process conditions on-site. 
• Confirm the reading of an electronic temperature transmitter. 
• Check temperatures during startup, shutdown, or maintenance activities.  

5. What are the primary temperature scales used on industrial gauges? 

The primary scales are Celsius (°C) and Fahrenheit (°F). Many industrial gauges feature a 
dual-scale dial that shows both units simultaneously for convenience. 

 

## Part 2: Bimetallic Thermometers 

 

6. What is the working principle of a bimetallic strip thermometer? 

A bimetallic thermometer works on the principle of differential thermal expansion. It 
uses a strip made of two different metals (like steel and brass) that are bonded together.  

• Because the two metals have different coefficients of thermal expansion, one will 
expand or contract more than the other when the temperature changes. 

• This difference in expansion forces the strip to bend or coil. 
• This small mechanical motion is connected to a pointer on a dial, providing a 

temperature reading. 

7. What are the main components of a bimetallic gauge? 

• Stem: The long probe that is inserted into the process. 
• Bimetallic Coil: A long bimetallic strip wound into a tight helix, located at the 

bottom of the stem. This is the sensing element. 
• Shaft: Connects the bimetallic coil to the pointer. 
• Pointer and Dial: The visual display for the temperature reading. 
• Case and Window: The housing that protects the internal mechanism. 
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8. Why is the bimetallic strip wound into a helix (a coil)? 

Winding the long, flat strip into a tight coil amplifies the small bending motion. As the coil 
heats up, it tends to "unwind" slightly. This rotational movement is much larger and easier 
to translate to a pointer than the simple bending of a short, straight strip. 

9. What are the advantages of bimetallic thermometers? 

• Simple and Robust: They have a simple mechanical design with no complex parts. 
• Low Cost: They are relatively inexpensive. 
• No Power Required: Fully mechanical and self-contained. 
• Good Accuracy: Offer reasonable accuracy for most local indication needs. 

10. What are the limitations of bimetallic thermometers? 

• Local Reading Only: The dial must be directly attached to the measurement point. 
• Slower Response Time: The metal must physically heat up or cool down, which 

takes time. 
• Susceptible to Shock: Severe mechanical shock or vibration can damage the 

delicate coil and linkage, affecting its calibration. 

 

## Part 3: Gas-Actuated Thermometers 

 

11. What is the working principle of a gas-actuated thermometer? 

A gas-actuated thermometer operates based on the Ideal Gas Law (PV=nRT). It uses a 
sealed system completely filled with an inert gas (like Nitrogen or Helium). 

• The system consists of a sensing bulb, a very fine capillary tube, and a Bourdon 
tube inside the gauge case. 
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• When the sensing bulb is heated, the pressure of the gas inside the entire sealed 
system increases. 

• This increased pressure is transmitted through the capillary tube to the Bourdon 
tube, causing it to straighten. 

• The motion of the Bourdon tube then drives the pointer, just like in a pressure 
gauge. 

12. What is the primary advantage of a gas-actuated gauge over a bimetallic one? 

The primary advantage is the ability for remote reading. The dial can be located far away 
from the actual measurement point (up to 30 meters or 100 feet) thanks to the long, 
flexible capillary tube connecting the bulb to the gauge. 

13. What is the "bulb" in a gas-actuated system? 

The bulb is the rigid, closed-end tube that serves as the primary temperature sensing 
element. It has a large volume compared to the capillary tube to ensure that most of the 
gas expansion and contraction happens at the measurement point.  

14. What is the capillary tube? 

The capillary is the very thin, flexible (and often armored) tubing that connects the sensing 
bulb to the gauge head. It transmits the pressure change from the bulb to the Bourdon 
tube. 

15. What is "ambient temperature compensation" and why is it important for gas-
actuated gauges? 

The gas inside the capillary tube and the Bourdon tube is affected by the surrounding 
ambient temperature, which can cause reading errors. 

• Ambient temperature compensation is a feature (often a built-in bimetallic 
element in the gauge mechanism) that automatically corrects for the effects of 



www.Instrunexus.com 

Temperature Gauges 

 

   
 

temperature changes along the capillary and at the gauge case, ensuring that the 
pointer only moves in response to temperature changes at the sensing bulb.  

 

## Part 4: Selection and Application 

 

16. How do you select the correct temperature range for a gauge? 

Similar to pressure gauges, the ideal range is one where the normal operating 
temperature falls in the middle third (33% to 66%) of the gauge's full-scale range. This 
provides the best readability and prevents the sensing element from being constantly 
stressed at its maximum limit. 

17. What is "stem length"? 

The stem length is the length of the probe that is inserted into the process, measured from 
the mounting threads to the tip of the stem. 

18. Why is proper immersion depth important for a temperature gauge? 

The gauge must be inserted far enough into the fluid to get an accurate reading of the true 
process temperature, avoiding errors from thermal conduction along the pipe wall. A 
general rule is that the stem tip should be immersed to at least the centerline of the pipe. 

19. What are "wetted parts" for a temperature gauge? 

For a direct-mounted gauge, the wetted parts are the components that are in direct 
contact with the process fluid. This is typically just the stem of the gauge. If a thermowell is 
used, the thermowell is the only wetted part. 
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20. Why is the material of the wetted parts important? 

The material must be chemically compatible with the process fluid to prevent corrosion. 
316 Stainless Steel is the most common and versatile material for the stem and 
thermowells. 

21. What is the difference between an "every-angle" and a "back-connect" gauge? 

This refers to the orientation of the gauge dial relative to the stem. 

• Back-Connect: The stem comes straight out of the back of the case. 
• Every-Angle (or Adjustable Angle): The case is connected to the stem with an 

adjustable joint, allowing the dial to be rotated and tilted to the most convenient 
viewing angle after installation. 

 

## Part 5: Accessories and Installation 

 

22. What is a thermowell? 

A thermowell is a permanent, pressure-tight receptacle installed into a pipe or vessel. The 
temperature gauge's stem is inserted into the bore of the thermowell.  

23. What are the three main reasons to use a thermowell? 

1. Process Isolation: It allows the temperature gauge to be removed, inspected, or 
replaced without shutting down and draining the process. This is the biggest 
advantage. 

2. Sensor Protection: It protects the delicate gauge stem from high pressure, high 
velocity, and corrosive or erosive process fluids. 



www.Instrunexus.com 

Temperature Gauges 

 

   
 

3. Standardization: It allows for a standard vessel or pipe connection, even if the 
gauge stem length or diameter changes in the future. 

24. What is a thermal transfer fluid or paste? 

This is a thermally conductive liquid or paste that is sometimes added to the inside of a 
thermowell before inserting the gauge. It fills the small air gap between the gauge stem and 
the inner wall of the thermowell, improving heat transfer and leading to a faster and more 
accurate response. 

25. What is "stem wobble" or vortex-induced vibration? 

In high-velocity fluid streams, vortices can shed off the thermowell, causing it to vibrate. If 
this vibration frequency matches the natural resonant frequency of the thermowell, it can 
lead to mechanical fatigue and failure. A Wake Frequency Calculation is performed 
during engineering design to ensure the thermowell is strong enough to withstand these 
forces. 

 

## Part 6: Calibration and Troubleshooting 

 

26. Why do temperature gauges need to be calibrated? 

Over time, due to mechanical stress, vibration, or extreme temperature cycles, the 
mechanical components inside a gauge can shift, causing its reading to "drift." Calibration 
verifies the gauge's accuracy against a known temperature standard and allows for 
adjustment if needed. 
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27. How is a temperature gauge calibrated? 

1. The gauge's stem and a certified, high-accuracy reference thermometer (like a 
calibrated RTD) are placed together in a stable temperature source, such as a dry 
block calibrator or a calibrated liquid bath. 

2. An "As Found" check is performed by comparing the gauge's reading to the 
reference thermometer's reading at several points across the range. 

3. If the gauge is out of tolerance, an adjustment is made. Most gauges have a small 
screw or hex nut on the pointer or back of the case for this purpose. 

4. An "As Left" check is performed to document the final accuracy. 

28. The pointer on your gauge is not reading correctly. What is a common cause? 

The most common cause of inaccuracy is calibration drift caused by mechanical shock or 
vibration. For example, if a gauge is dropped or used in a heavily vibrating service, the 
linkage can be knocked out of alignment, causing a consistent offset in the reading.  

29. What does it mean if a gauge pointer is stuck? 

A stuck pointer indicates a mechanical failure inside the gauge. The bimetallic coil could 
be damaged, or the internal linkage could be bent or broken. The gauge will need to be 
replaced. 

30. The temperature reading seems slow to respond to process changes. What could 
be the issue? 

A slow response is usually due to poor thermal contact. The most likely causes are: 

• The thermowell is not filled with a heat transfer fluid, leaving an insulating air gap.  
• The gauge stem is not fully inserted into the thermowell. 
• There is a buildup of scale or process residue on the outside of the thermowell, 

insulating it from the process.   
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